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Advertiſement. 


HE World is ſo apt to 
he pick Meanings out of e- 
W721 very thing, eſpecially if 
— there be the leaſt Room 
for Cenſure or Ridicule, that J 
think my fel, obliged to acquamt 
my Reader, that I have no View 
10 any pariicular Perſons, or Fa- 
milies in the Characters contained 
in the following Sheets. — The 

Deſign of them being only to ex- . 

poſe thoſe little Forbles which aif- 
grace Humanity, and render thoſe 
who are guilty of them incapable 
of recerving that Admiration and 


Reſpedt, which their other good 
| 15 Qua- 


oo 


"ADVERTISEMENT. 


would elſe merit from the World. 
If I fucceed in my Aim fo far as 
zo influence but one Perſon to cor- 
rect amy of theſe Soleciſms in Hu- 
mour, I fhall think my /elf 
happy; aud if I fail, have yet 
this Comfort, that it 1s leſs my Fault 
than my Misfortune. 
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78K HERE have the Curious an 
Opportunity of informing them- 

iS 775 ſelves of the Intrigues of the 
DES 22 Town, like that they enjoy o- 
vera Tra-TAaBLE, on a La- 
dy's /i/iting- Day ? — Can the Love - ſick 
Maid, the Wanton Vie; or Amorous i- 


dow, be guilty of the leaſt falſe Step which 


falls not under the Obſervance of theſe Cri- 
ticks in Fane? Can the ſeemingly Uxo- 
rious Husband, who in all Company extols 
the Merit of his Wife, and talks of nothing 
but their mutual Fondneſs, keep from the 
prying Eyes of this Cabal, his Amour with 

er Chamber-maid undiſeovet'd ? Can 
the new wedded Bride, trembling and bluſh- 
ing at the approach of Night, prevent the 
inquiſitive Fleerers from examining her paſt 
Conduct; and if her Modeſty be real, or 
affected? Can the Beau, with a ſplen- 
did Equipage and no Eſtate, paſs here with- 
out the molt ſtrict Scrutiny into _——— 
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121 
by which his Grandeur is ſupported! is the 
falſe Hair, fine Coſmetick, or any other 
Aſſiſtant to Beauty, laid on with ſo much 
Art, that the Rival Belle cannot diſtinguiſh 


it from Natura] ? In fine, is there any 
Irregularity in Conduct, any Indecorum in 
Behaviour or Drels, any Detc& in Beauty, 
which is not here fully expatiated on?-— 
Scandal, and Ridicule ſeem here to reign 
with unconteſted Sway, and but rarely 
ſuffer the Intruſion of any other Themes. 
Sometimes, indeed, it does happen 
that more uſeful Topicks make the Con- 
verſation, but it is fo ſcarce, and fo little 
approv'd of by the Generality of the Per- 
fons who compoſe thoſe Aſſemblies, that 
J never found Wit and good Humour in fa- 
ſhion among them, except at AMIAaNna's: 
That Lady is pofſcis'd of lo much Sweet- 
neſs of Diſpoſition herſelf, that ſhe endea- 
vours all ſhe can to inſpire the fame in o- 
thers; and one cannot, without being guil- 
ty of IIl- manners to her, maintain any Ar- 
gument, in her Company, to the Preju- 
dice of an abſent Perſon. None can 
be Maſter of a Virtue which ihe dees not 
 Magnifie; a Fault, which the does not 
carefully Conceal, or if too obvious, ſha- 
dow it over by enhancing the Value of 
ſome Perfection. She excuſes the 
H/hims of the Virtuoſo on the account of 
his Philoſophy the Vanity of the 
Poet for the fake of his good Verſes; — 
the Severity of the Prude in reſpe& to 
that Vurtue ſhe aſſumes; —— and the Af- 

* fectat ion 


1 
fectation of the Cognetze, for the Diyerſion 
ſhe affords the Company. She endeavours, 
*ris certain, to ſelect her Aſſembly out of 
ſuch of her Acquaintance, as will not put 
her to the Bluſh to defend, but if any 
fuck do force themſelves among them, it 
is in the manner already repreſcated ſhe 
behaves. 

I was ſometime ago introduc'd, by a 
particular Friend, to the Acquaintance of 
this admirable Lady, we went too early to 
find much Company there, tho' it was that 
Day on which none who appear well are 
refuſed Admittance; but thoſe who were 
with her hapned all of them to be Perſons 
of a very elegant Taſte: We had juſt be- 
gan to enter into a Converſation, which 
wou'd have been very Entertaining, when a 
Titled Coxcomb came into the Room, and 
with an Inundation of Impertinence put a 
Stop to every Current of good Senſe. 
He had been that Morning at the Rehear- 
fal of a New Play, and the whole Compa- 
ny were teiz'd for full three Quarters of an 
Hour, with his ridiculous Remarks oh the 
Scenery, the Plot, the Diction; the Poet, 
it ſcems, had not conſulted him in rhe Af- 
fair, and he was reſolved to Damn it, at 
leaſt in the Opinion of thuſe to whom His 
Duality gave a Sanfttion to his Judgment. 
Had any Perſon been inclin'd to take the 
Part of either the Work or Author, it had 
been impoſſible, without being poſſeſs'd of 
an equal Share both of Aſſurance and Vo- 
lubility, to introduce one Word of Contra- 
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diction, and 'tis probable he wou'd have run 
on in the manner he had begun much long- 
er, if five or ſix fine Ladies had not on a 
ſudden encreas'd the Aſſembly, and oblig'd 
him to break off ro pay his Compliments 
to them. This wou'd haye been a very great 
Eaſe to the Company, if one of theſe fair 
Viſiters had not been of a Diſpoſition to 
rer der herſelf as much or more troubletome. 
she was no ſooner ſeated, than ſhe be- 
gan to complain of a moſt terrible Head- 
ake, rolled her Eyes wildly round the 
Room, wreath'd her Neck, and diſtorted a 
Face which Nature had made exiremely 
lovely, into fuch Looks of Anguiſh, that 
one could never have imagin'd, without be- 
ing aſſur'd it was ſo, that ſhe ſhould do it 
-thro' Choice, I was beginning to expreſs 
ſome part of the Concern her . PF Dif- 
order had rais'd in me, when a Lady who 
far near me, whiſper'd me that it was all 
Affectation, and that ſhe never appeared in 
any publick Aſſembly, without pretending 
to fall into theſe Fits. — She fancics, ad- 
ded my fair Informer, that it gives her an 
Air of Delicacy; and having little in her 
Converſation or Perſon capable of attract- 
ing any extraordinary Deyoirs, hopes to 
find that compaſſonate Notice for her Di- 
ſtemper, which neither her indifferent Cir- 
cumſtances, nor the Misfortune {ſhe has 
lately met with in being forſaken hy the 
Knight, has the Power to raiſe. Theſe laſt 
Words were accompanied wich fo malici- 
ous a Look and Accent, that however 

blamable 
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blamable I thought the Foible of the other, 
I could not judge with leis Severity on this. 
I made but little Anſwer, being unwil- 
ling either to affront, or ro ſay any thing 
which might look like an Encouragement 
of a Temper fo pernicious to Society z and 
not being de ſirous of hearing any more of 
the ſame Nature, I roſe, and, retiring to a 
diſtant Window, fell into a deep Muſing, 


mixed with a Wonder at the indulged Fol- 


lies of a Sex, which, bur for themſelves, 
might be held in equal Eſtimation with the 
other. — Were every Woman, ſaid I to 
my ſelf, but half as zealous in correcting the 
little Vanities of her own Humour, as the is in 
expoſing thoſe of her Acquaintance, they 
would be as preferable to Men in Unier- 
landing, as they are allow'd to be in Beauty. 
What I bad juſt obſerv'd of theſe two La- 
dies, bringing to my Mind a thouſand o- 
ther whimſical Paſſages of the ſame kind, 
which 1 had remark'd among fome of thoſe 
i had convers'd with, I became ſo loſt in 
Thought, that for a good while I was alto- 
gether ignorant of what was ſaid or done 
in the Room; and might perhaps have con- 
tinued in that Aver] much longer than I 
did, if the agreeable AM IAN A had not 
called to me, deſiring me to join Company, 
and at the ſame time, the Perſon who did 
me the Favour of introducing me, pluck'd 
me by the Sleeve, reminding me that the 
little Impertinencies of thoſe who viſited 
her, ought not to make me forget what 
was due to a Lady of her Quality and Me- 

rits, 
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„ 
rits-. I could do no leſs than apologize in 
the beſt manner I was able, for the Rude- 
neſs I had been guilty of; which being 


done, I reſum'd my Seat, and ſaw with no 


ſmall Satisfaction, that the Counterfeit in- 
diſpos'd, and the Lady who had found 
Fault with her, and betray'd her to me, 
were both gone, and, as I was afterwards 
inform'd, went in the fame Coach, and with 
all the Appearance of the greateſt Friend- 
ſhip on both fides. I had nor fat long be- 
fore, to add to my Contentment, Lord Cri- 
tick alſo took his Leave, and thoſe that 
now remain'd were all of them either Peo- 
ple of real Wiſdom, or had Mit ſufficient 
to enable them to conceal that Deficiency, 
and render their Converſation agrecable on 
ſuch Subjects of Entertainment, as would 
not diſcover a Defect in Judgment; and in- 
deed, a Perſon who knows how to hold 
his Tongue in Matters, which to diſcourſe 
of mult be a Diſadvantage to him, cannot, 
I think, properly be ſaid to want Wiſdom ; 
T know not if to avoid (in a manner which 
may not ſeem as if we did fo) all Speech of 
that which is above our Capacity to talk 
qudiciouſly of, be not as great an Argument 


of good Senſe, as to be able to declaim on 


it with the utmoſt Oratory: It has ever 
been allow'd, that to know one's ſelf is the 
moſt valuable Part of Knowledge, and if fo, 
theſe prudent Chuſers of Converſation merit 


more Applauſe than the World is ſenſible 


of; and though they deſire not to re- 
ceive, nor arc paid any, find their o/ Ac- 
count 


1 
count in the Practice of this ſilent Vir- 
tue. 
OUR Company was now happily re- 
duced to five; the Lady of the Houſe; 
PulLE TVs, a Gentleman than whom 
there is ſcarce to be found one Maſter of 
more Accompliſhments, a greater Capacity, 
or a Taſte more refin'd and polite; he is 
uſt arriv'd at thoſe Years, which look 
back with Shame on the Inadvertencies 
of Youth, and far from thoſe which 
threaten a Decay of Vigour and Under- 
ſtanding. He can be grave without Au- 
ſterity, a Plain-dealer without Bluntneſs, fa- 
cetious without derogating from that Maje- 
ty of Sentiment and Behaviour which is 
neceſſary to command Veneration; in fine, 
there is in him nothing wanting that one 
would with to find-in a Lover, a Husband, 
2 Brother, a Companion, or a Friend. The 
third Perſon was BRILLIANYTHE, by ſome 
diſtinguiſhed by the Title of the Lovely, by 
others the Viity; tis certain indeed that 
ſhe lo well deſerves both, that ir is difficult 
to determine in which ſhe moſt out- ſhines 
the Generality of her Sex. DoRINTRHusG, 
that Friend on whoſe Account I was ad- 
mitted, to do him Juſtice, has few Equals 
for fine Senſe; and he, with my ſelf, made 
up the Number of this little Company. 
HAPPENING to ſpeak of the Paſ- 
ſions, PHiLETvVUs ſaid ſomething in De- 
fence of that which is called Love; endea- 
vouring,, as much as was conſiſtent with Ju- | 
ſtice, to excuſe the Errors committed by thoſe | 
in- 


(8] 


influenced by it. Methinks, ſaid he, there is no- 


thicg ſo cruclas to condemna Perſon for what 


is unavoidable. Ought any one to be blam'd 
for Actions, which are not only impoſſible 
to be ſhuu'd, bur allo ſuch as the very Per- 
{on guilty of em knows not that he is fo, 
till the Cauſe which enforced him to com- 
mic them is no more? —— Love, as it differs 
from all the other Paſſions in its Conſe- 
quences, does ſo too in the Manner by which 
it firſt gains Entrance in the Soul, and af- 
ter wholly engroſſes all the Faculties of it. 
——— Aabition, that lawleſs Thirſt of Power 
which inſpires in ſome Mens Breaſts ſuch 
unwarrantable Deſigns, we eaſily perceive 
the Approaches of, by rhoſe reſtleſs Wiſhes 
which rob our Nights of Sleep, and Days 
of Eaſe, whenever we chance to ſee a Per- 
ſon greater than our ſelves. Revenge is 
known by a thouſand corroding, galling 
Symptoms. Even Anger, ſudden as it is, 

wes ſome little Warnings of its coming 
_—_ All theſe bring with them a 
Train of Furies, and, by the Mind guarded 


buy Virtue and by Prudence, may be repell'd: 


Even Nature trembles at them, joins her 
Force to drive them back, and but with 
Pain ſubmits to act what they inſpire Not 
fo all- ſoothing Love preſents ir ſelf; what 
can be more pleaſing than rhe rſt kindling 
of that tender Flame! — When new De- 
Gres play round the gently throbbing Heart, 
thrill through each ſwelling Vein, and make 
us all o'er Pulſe! — With what unſpeakable 
Delight we gaze upon the darling —_— = 
1 
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With what ſweet Hopes do we bepuile het 
Abſence! -— The ſoft Inchantment fleals 
upon us ere we are aware! — o'erwhelms 
the Senſes with a Tide of Extaſy, and we are 
loſt before we ſee the Danger! Then 
all Attempts are fruitleſs. —— Vainly we 
ſtrive to raiſe our ſinking Reaſon, the Cur- 
rent flows too ftrong, and with a Force 
which only can be felt, drives us to Actions, 
fuch as one muſt be guilty of to pardon. 
Though nothing, faid DoRINTHus, per- 
ceiving he had done, can be more plain 
than that you have experienced, to a very 
great degree, the Power you can ſo well 
deſcribe, yet I think there may be ſome- 
thing added to that you have alledged: 
Which is, that True Reaſon being utterly 
depos'd, the ſweet Deceiver, Love, uſurps 
his Sear, and appears to our deluded Ima- 
gination the ſame. — Guilty in Tad, but 
innocent in Dejign, while we obey the 
one, we believe we are following the Di- 
ctates of the other; the very wildeſt of our 
__ ſcem inſpir'd by Reaſon, a Profpett 
of unutterable Joy opens it felf to raviſh'd 
Fancy, and we think (if Lovers have the 
Power to think) *rwould be the higheft 
Proof of Madneſs or Stupidity not to at- 
tempt to make that Heaven our own. Well 
have you argued, Gentlemen! replied the 
charming BR1iLLCIANTE, in Vindication 
of your ſelves: A View of Pleaſu e in the 
Gratification of your Wiſhes, join'd with 
the Pride of having it in your Power to 
ſubdue, are powerful Motives ts excite 


C your _ 
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your Proſecutions. —— No Ruin of Chara- 


cter, no Loſs of Fame, glafe in your Face, 
and ſtop the Progreis of your Paſſion. 
Religion is all that can defend you from 
the joint Aſſaults of Love, and Vanity, and 
Nature. But tis not ſo with us; a thou- 
ſand different, dread Ideas ſtrike us with 
Horror at but a Thought of giving up our 
Honour. When Woman falls a Prey to 
the rapacious Wiſhes of her too dear Un- 
doer, ſhe falls without Excuſe, without 
even Pity for the Ruin her Inadvertency has 
brought upon her. —— So truly has a late 


celebrated Poet made Jane Shores com- 


plain on this Occaſion, that methinks it 
ſhou'd be a Warning to-the whole Sex. 


Such is the Fate unhappy Women find, 

And ſuch the Curſe entail d-upon our Kind, 
That Man, the lawleſs Libertine, may rove 
Free, and unqueſtion d, thro' the IM ilds of Love: 
Fhile Woman, Senſe and Naiure's caſy Fool, 
If poor weak Woman ſwerves from YViriue's Rule, 
F firongly charm'd ſhe leave the thorny War, 
And. in the ſofter Path; of Pleaſure ſtray z 
Ruin enſues, Reproach, and endleſs Shame, 
And one falſe Step entirely damns her Fame : 
In vain with Tears the Loſs ſhe may je, 


In vain look back to what ſhe was before, 


She ſets, like Stars that fall, to riſe no more. 


Your Quotation is extremely juſt, my Dear! 
ſaid AMiANA, and I would have every 
Woman imprint it in her Mind, that, when 
preſt too cloſely by the ador'd Purſuer, and 


mA 


if. 
perhaps roo by her own ſecret Inclination, 
me may remember, that ſhe but ſhares the 


Joy, while the Remorſe, the Grief, the 
Shame, and the Hearr-rending Care is all 


her own. — The proud Triumpher hav- 


ing gain'd his Conqueſt, forgets the Diffi- 
cvities by which it was attain'd. His 
ſoft Profeſſions his Vows the 
counterfeired Agonies, all the innumerable 
Artifices which pleaded in his Behalf, and 
join'd to ſeduce the roo believing Maid, 
are now ne more remember'd, and cold 
Indifference is the beit of what ſucceeds 
Poſſeſſion. Nay, rejoin'd Br1r.tiante, 
even when Deſire is higheft, and mutual 
Ardour promiſes the ntmoll Felicity which 
that Paſſion can afford, even then we are 
but bleſt by Halves, our Sweets are 
mingled with Bitrers, and the moſt ſeemin 
happy Lover is a real Wretch, as the French 
Poet lays, 


In vain ſoft Eaſe the Love-tofs Heart purſues, 
Ev'n in Poſſeſſion of the long-ſought Joy 

We rob the bounteous God of half his Dues, 
And future Fears the preſent Bliſs, deſtroy. 


How mad then, continu'd that beautiful 
Lady, muſt be a Woman to run her ſelf 
into ſuch certain Miſeries, for an uncertain, 
wavering, ſhort, and imperfect Happinets. 
— Jt is, methinks, a Failing which, in ſpite 
of all that theſe Gentlemen have alledged 
in its Defence, is ſo vaſtly contrary to Reaſon, 
good Senſc, and * the firſt great Law 
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of Nature, - Self-preſervatian, that, did not 
too many Inſtances confirm the Know- 
ledge, one ſhou'd ſcarce believe any Infatu- 
ation forcible enough to oblige us to be 
guilty of ir. There is a Tendernels, re- 
ply'd Au ANA, in the Nature of aur 
Sex, which will not ſuffer us to ſee another 
in Pain, without feeling a double Portion 
of it our ſelves. — And when we fee the 
Perſon, whom we think the moſt perfect 
of his kind, dying at our Feet, and are by 
his Infinuations made to belie- that no- 
thing but our Compaſſion can relieve his 
Miſcries, Virtue but faintly makes Reſiſt- 
ance, and ſoon, too ſoon her Admonitions 
are entirely rejected, as more ſevere than is 


conſiſtent with Humanity. As elegantly 


as PhILETUSs has deſcribed the Paſſion 
of Love, 'tis evident, by the prodigious 


Riſque we run of loſing every ching which 


ought to be dear or valuable to us, that 
our Sex, when we arc really poſſeis'd of it, 
give Proofs of our Senſibility to a much 
greater Exceis than theirs. I have a Copy 
of Verſes in my Pocket, which were wrote 


by 2 young Lady of my particular Ac- 


quaintance, in the time when the was in 
Poſſeſiion of all thoſe Pleaſures which are 
to be found in Love. Iam certain none 
here can gucſs at the Perſon. | wall 
therefore read them to you, ro ſhew the 
Extravagance which that Paſhon inſpires. 
She had no fooner ſpoke theſe Words, 


than ſhe took the Paper out of her Poc- 


ket, and, with the moſt agreeable Voice 
and 


13 | 
and Manner in the World, read thefe 
Lines. 


X1MENs fearing to be forſaken by 
PaLEMON, deſires he would kill her. 


it by wy Words my Saul cou'd be expreſi'd, 

Yau will not wonder at my fond Requeſt : 

But in Compaſſion with my Wiſh partake, 

*7 is kinder far to Kill, than te Forſake. 

Zis not Long Life, hat glorious Death renowns 

The Hero's Honour, and the Martyr crowns: 

Lawrels acquir'd is Youth, in Age decay; 

Or, by Sunerior Force, are torn away 

To deck ſome New-mace, bated, Pa00arite' s 

Brow, 

IF ho on the noble Ruin great does grow. 

A happy End is fill the wife Man's Prayer, 

Death is a ſafe, a ſure Retreat from Care. 

Shou'd I live longer I may loſe your Love, 

Aud all the Hells of Deſperation prove / 

But now to Dye — now, in my Joys high Noon, 

Ere the cold Evening of Contempt comes on, 

Were to dye Bleſs'd;, and baffle cruel Fate, 

Which, envious, watches cloſe to change my State. 

Nay more, to dye {or Thee! and by Thee ro 

War'd all my Rivais Happineſs out- do 

My Love would live for ever in thy Mind, 

And I ſbou'd pity thoſe I left behind. 

To have thoſe Eyes, d:ar Heaven-dreſs'd Orbs of 

Light / 

Canvey /oft Pity io expiring Sight ! 

That Yoice! whoſe every melting Note inſpires 

Diſſilviug Janguiſoments, and warm 8 
an 
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ſumed his Diſcour 
Words : 


T1214] 
Tun d to kind, mournful, Murm'rings at my Pain, 
Mou d give a Pride which Life cou d never gain 
Haſle theu —the Joys of Paſſion to refine, 
Let through my Breaſt thy glitt'ring Weapon 
Bine, | 


Diſpe! my Fears, and keep me ever thine / 


I look on the Inſpiration of theſe Verſes, 


faid PH ILE Ts, to be rather owing to 


the Extravagance of the Lady's own fem- 
per, than to the Paſſion with which ſhe 
ſeems animated: There is a Reſtleſſneſs 
in the Nature of ſome People, which com- 
els them to poſtpone their Misfortunes, 
and will never ſuffer them to be at Peace. 
— I cou'd inſtance many Examples, bus 
there is one which I can aver for Truth to 
prove the Reality of what I have alledg'd, 
and which I believe will not be dilagreeable 
to the Company to hear. 
EVERY body having aſſur'd bim, that 
they ſhould liſten with Pleaſure to any Re- 


lation he ſhould be \ 1 gra ro make, he re- 
ſe in thele or the like 


* 


ARABELLA, ſaid he, was one of the 
molt lovely Women 1 have ſeen, nor did 
her Wit and Humour render her Converſa- 
tiou leſs pleaſing to the Ezr, than the 
Charms of her Per/on were to the Eye. -—- 
She was born in London, always liv'd in it, 
and was of a Rank which made her be Vi- 
Gred by the Politeſt of both Sexes. — She 


behaved herſelf amidſt rhe Temptations of 
2 


{15 } 
a Count, and the Flatteries of her Admizers, 
in a manner which obliged every Body to 
look on her as a moſt accompliſh'd Pattern 
of Modeſty and Regularity : I was for ſome 
time a pretty near Witneſs of her Conduct, 
and indeed it would have puzzled the moſt 
enviouſly curious Eye to have diſcover'd the 
leaſt Defect, either in her innate Principles, 
or outward Deportment. Among the 
Number of thoſe who ſought her in Mar- 
riage, was Mr. WorTHY; it muſt be 
confeſs'd he was a Gentleman every way de- 
ſerving her, but ſo perhaps were ſome others 
who were lels fortunate: She became ena- 
mour'd of him, however; not all her Mo- 
deration conld defend her trom his Charms: 
and when the miſchievous little Deity once 
enter'd into her Breaſt, ail his Attendants, 
Hope, Fear, Diſtruſt, reſtleſs Wiſnes, diſ- 
order'd Joy, and cauſeleſs Grief, ruſh after 
him : She grew immediately another Crea- 
turez and as before her Converſation was 
Affable, Sweet, and Entertaining, the now 
became Dull, Reſerved, and ſometimes 
Peeviſh, — A Difagreement hapning be- 
tween their Parents on the Account of a 
Jointure ro be made her, the Marriage 
ſeem'd to be broke off. — Worthy de- 
ſiſted Viſiting her, and ſhe gave her ſelf up 
wholly ro Deſpair, ——*T'1s impoſſible for 
Words to expreſs the Calamity of her Con- 
dition. — I have ſeen her in Agonies which 
one would think were impoſhble ro be ſu- 
ſtain'd with Life. But not to ſpin my Sto- 
ry to a tedious length; alter three Years 
Sepa- 
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Separation, Wok TH y's Father (prevailed 
on by the incefſant Importunities of his Son) 
conſented to do whatever was required by 
hersz —- Writings were drawn, and the 
wiſh'd-for Knot was ty'd, to the unſpeaka- 
ble Satisfaction of the new-wedded Pair. 
Al | waited on her a few Days after to 
congratulate the happy Event; but how 
was I amaz'd, when inſtead of the Gaiety 
of a Bride, adorn'd with Bluthes, and beau- 
tified with Smiles, 1 found her rather an 
Object of Condoljence: a gloomy Melans 
choly far upon her Brow ! — her lovely Eyes 
were ſwell'd with Tears! — her Voice faul- 
ter'd, and ſometimes was wholly ftopp'd 
with Sighs! -— 1 cow'd not preſently find 
Words to expreſs the Concern the gave me, 
nor the ſecret Rage I conceiv'd againſt the 
Ingratitude or Falſhood of a Husband whom 
ſhe had ſo tenderly Lov'd, and ſuffer'd fo 
much for; for I cou'd impute the Sorrows 
I beheld her in, to no other Cauſe than his 
ill Treatment: But when I had got ſo far 
leave of my Surprize, as to be able to talk 
with her, and take notice of her Anſwers, 
I fell into a much greater one, at the Un- 
accountableneſs of her Caprice, than I had 
been before at the Sighr of her Diſorders. 
She told me that the thought her ſelf 
on the Summit of ali humane Felicity! 
oſſeſt of a Happineſs fo immenſe ! — ſuch 
a Profufion of accumulated Bleſſings! that 
ſhe was certain they could not be of long 
Continuance: and then (ſaid ſhe weeping) 
how ſhall I ſupport fo dreadful a Fall? It 
5 5 Was 
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was in vain for me to repreſent how little 
Likelihood there was of her Fears ever 
coming to paſs. — The Chimera every Day 
gain'd Ground in her diſtemper'd Imagina- 
tion; till at laſt, by fancying herſelt too 
happy, ſhe became compleatly miſerable, 
and made her Husband and every body a- 
bout her fo too, by her uneaſy and diſeon- 
rented Humour. _—— She wou'd lye awake 
whole Nights, counting over in her Mind 
how many Accidents might happen that 
cou'd poſſibly lefſen Wor Tay's Efteem 
of her, which always concluded in a fort of 
an aſſured Belief that in Time it would be 
ſo one way or other. All his Endearments 
ſerved only to increaſe her Malady; and the 
more he cndeavour'd to give her Comfort, 
the leſs ſhe was capable of receiving it. 
Thus did ſhe languith for many Months, in 
a continual Waſte of Spirits, and dyed with- 
out the leaſt viſible Sign of any Bodily In- 

diſpoſition, | 
HO” few Fives Sin this way, conti- 
nued PurLrtETvLs, yet there are a great 
many of both Sexes, who by the Forma» 
tion of Imaginary Ills diſquiet themſelves 
to a very great degree: and, indeed, moſt 
People are wretched more by the Fears of 
what may come, than what they endure at 
reſent. It proceeds from a Diſcontented- 
neſs of Diſpoſition, which we ought by no 
means to indulge; becauſe, in the firft place 
ſuch a Habit of Mind is the direct Oppoſite 
to Religion (which commands not only an 
entire Reſignation to the Divine Power in 
every 
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every thing, but an Implicite Dependance 
on him alſo for all we deſire, or think a 


Bleſſing;) and Secondly, a manifeſt Contradi- 


ction to good Senſe; for who, with the 
_ uſe of that, wou'd loſe the Enjoymenc 
of a preſent Comfort, to lament a Misfor- 
tune only in Suppoſitionz which ten to one 
never comes to pals, or we live to fee if it 


does. grant, one ſometimes meets with 


Tryals in this World, which juſtly may be 
accounted Fiery ones, but then one ſhou'd 
conſider that Fortitude is the moſt Heroick 
Virtue a Mortal can poſſibly arrive at, and 
the greater our Misfortunes are, the greater 
Opportunity we have, in nobly bearing 
them, to make the Courage and — 
of our Souls conſpicuous. 

BESIDE, purſued this agreeable De- 
claimer, to make one caſy under the moſt 
heavy Load of Affliction, we need, me- 
thinks, but reflect on the Viciſſitude of all 
humane Affairs: Fortune is a fickle God- 
deſs, and the longer we have ſuffer'd by her 
Frowss, we may believe our ſelves, in all 
— the nearer being profited by 

er Smiles: and if at laſt we ſhou'd find that 
our Hopes have deceiv'd us, and all our 


glittering Expectations vaniſh into Air; pray 


what have we loſt by the agreeable Delu- 


ſion, but ſo nuch Time from Woe? VV hat 


reaſon then have we to repent having given 
way to it?— Who, if he might be allowed 
his Wiſh, wou'd not chuſe to Dream rather 
of a Garden than a Wilderneſsꝰ a Palace 
than a Priſon? Am lince Man's Life is lit- 

| 5 cle 
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tle better than a Dream, we may be glad to 
lay hold on any innocent Means to reuder 


it as delightful as we can, and to ſecure us 


from the Horrors of Deſpondency. | 
PHILETus received the Thanks of the. 
Company, both for the Hiſtory, and thoſe 
uſeful Reflections he had made on it: After 
which, Nothing, ſaid BRILLIANTE, can 
be more certain than that People who really 
meet with no Misfortunes in Life, make to 
themſelves Woes more terrible than all that 
Fortune cou'd inflict on them. And fince 
we have inſenſibly fallen from the particular 
Paſſions, ro the Temper in general, I will 
read you a Manuſcript Novel which I pur 
into my Pocket with a Deſign to entertain 


 AmiAaNna with, when her Company was 


gone; bur as it contains ſome Variery for 
the Shortneſs of it, and alſo an excellenr 
Moral for the Subject, it will not I imagine 
ſeem redious in the Reading to any here. 
She had ſcarce concluded theſe Words, when 
every Mouth was open to entreat ſhe wou'd 
favour them with it; which ſhe immediate- 
ly began to do, and it was with a valt deal 
of Pleaſure that we liſtned to the following 
Pages. 5 
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BERNAL DUS aud CELEMENA: 


| 0 K. | 
The Puniſhment of Mutability. 
A NOVEL.” 


NE of the moſt accomplith'd Princes 

of the Empire having an Averſion ro 
Marriage, had, bya Lady of no meanRank, 
a Daughter of ſuch exquiſite Beauty that it 
Was almoſt impoſlible = any body to ſee 
her without regarding her with a ſort of 
Parental Affection As ſhe encreas'd in 
Years ſhe did allo in the Power of Charm» 


ing, and it ſcem'd as if Nature had taken 


pains to make her double Reparation for the 


Misfortune of her Birth, by rendring her a- 


bove Contempt by the extraordinary Graces 


of her Perſon.——The Prince her Father 
by reaſon of ſome Accidents in Life, had 
reduc'd his Eſtate to ſo low an Ebb that 
he had ſcarce ſufficient to keep his Title in 
Countenance.-—He had it not in his Power 
to provide for this young Beauty in the man- 


ner he wiſh'd, and it was with the moſt tender 


Concern he bcheld her —— She was arriv'd 
at the Age of Fourteen, when the Duke ge 
GUERKRE, touch'd with the Melancholy 
he ſaw bim in, took the Privilege of their 
long Friendſhip to enquire the Cauſe, which 


the Prince made no Scruple of revealing to 


him. 


{ 2x ] 
him. The Duke, who was a Father him- 
ſelf, cou'd not forbear acknowledging the 
Juſtice of his Grief, and truly pity'd both 
him and the young Lady. Retlefting on 
the Affair, it came into his Mind to recom» 
mend her to the Service of the Princeſs of 
Parma, with whom be had great Intereſt, 
as having been her General for ſeyeral Years, 
and fought with ſuch Succeſs ber Battles, 
that he was look'd on as invineible.— Never 
was a Woman fam'd for more Perfections 
chan that excellent Princeſs, and he knew 
if CELEMENA. (for that was the Name of 
this lovely Unfortunate ) were once receiv- 
ed into her Family, it muſt be wholly her 
own Fault if ſhe were not in a State rather 
to be envy'd than pity'd : He ſoon com- 
municated his Senriments to the Prince, 
who recciv'd his Offer with all the Grati- 
tude of a tranſported Father, long anxious 
for the Welfare of a beloved Child, and 
now ccrtain of the utmoſt Happineſs his 
Soul. cou'd with. —— He was perfectly ac- 
quainted with the Virtues of that Princeſs, 
and doubred not bur that CEKLENMENA 


wou'd not only be bleſt under her Care, 


but alſo profic ſo much by her Example, as 
to deſerve the Felicity her Favour wou'd 
| beſtow. The Duke ſoon let him ſee he 
meant to do as he had promis'd; and, hav- 


ing ſome Buſineſs which in a little Time re- 


quir'd his Return to Parma, haſten'd his 
Departucez and every thing being provided 
by the Prince to equip CELEMENA in 2 
manner . the Honour ſhe was go- 


ing 
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ing to enjoy, took leave of her with Plea- 
ſure, hoping to ſee her again in a ſhort 
Time wich infinitely more Satisfaction 
T HE Duke was not at all deceiv'd in 
his Expectation of this young Lady's Re- 
ception. The Knowledge to whom 
ſne owed her Birth, the being preſented by 
the Hand of fo great a Favourite, and her 
own Beauty and Accompliſhments, made 
her be look'd on by the Princeſs in a man- 
ner which created the Envy of all the 
Maids of Honour, ſome of whom being of 
the beſt Blood in the Kingdom, thought it 
a Diſdain to be rank'd with a Lady, who, 
though ſhe was greatly born, was yet ille- 


gitimate, and notwithſtanding her Charms 


was a Foreigner, —— Bur the IIl- nature of 
thoſe who were her Equals in Condition, 
had not the Power to prejudice her. — She 
who was their common Miſtreſs gave her 
many Marks of her diſtinguiſhed Favour; 
and as the others had only their Months. of 
Artendance, the was kept ever under her 
Eye, and indeed regarded with a Tender- 
neſs which viſibly demonſtrated that it was 
rather owing to the Love ſhe had for her, 
than any Decorum of State, ſhe ſo little 
ſuffer'd her from her Preſence. | 

I'N all the Pleaſures of an undiſturbed 
Tranquility did ſhe paſs her Hours in the 
Court of Parma, till Love, that ſweet De- 
{troyer, that ſtealing Poyfon of a Woman's 
Peace, diffus'd it felt through all the Veins 


of the unexperienc'd Maid. — Among the 


Number of thoſe who pretended to adore 
her, 


( 23 | 
her, was BERALDus, a young Gentleman 
of but a ſmall Fortune; but Maſter of fo 
many outward Charms, that had his Soul 
been at all worthy of the Caſe in which ir 
was inſhrin'd, ſhe wou'd have had no Rea- 
ſon to repent. the Tenderneſs ſhe had for 


him. Bur, alas! there was not the leaſt 
Agreement between them. All his Soft- 
weſs was centred in his Eyes; — all bis in- 
cerity in his Words, —— His Heart dilayow'd 
the Tenderneſs of his Profeſſions, was unat-= 
fected, trifling, changeable, and when pro- 
vok'd to Anger, molt crue! and malicious. 
— Poor CELEM ENA] yet little skill'd in 


the deſtructive Artifices of undoing Man, 


and charm'd even to a degree of Doatage 
with his exterior Graces, believed all that 


the roo lovely BERALDVus ſaid; ic was 


not in her Thoughts that he that ſpoke and 
look'd with ſo much Fondnefs, cou'd ever 
bring himſelf to act with Neglect or Cru» 
elty: The Contidence ſne had in him made 
her as little careful in concealing her own 
Paſſion, as ſhe was in ſearching into the Va- 
lidity of his; ſhe confeſs'd without Reſerve 
che Tenderneſs the had for bim, indulg'd 
him in all the Liberties that Modeſty wou'd 
allow; and ar laſt (as what will not a vio- 
lent Paſſion, and the continued Importu- 
nities of the darling Object, tranſport one 
to!) permitted him to tranſgreſs thoſe 
Bounds: — He obrain'd of the believing 
Maid all ſhe had to give: — Triumph'd in 
all rhoſe Joys which ought only ro have 
been the Reward of the molt- pure Affe- 

| | ction, 
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tion, and which might have made a real 
Lover bleſt. —— Bur this inconſtant Rover, 
the Victory once gain'd, deſpis'd the too 
eaſy Conqueit. Her Innocence 


her 
Beauty, her Tenderneſs, ſerved only ro 


make him place the greater Value on him- 
felf for the Condeſcenſions he had the 
Power to influence her. to make him. 
In pablict ſhe became the Subject of his 
Mirth, and in private of his Contempt. 
— That little Regard which Love, eſpe- 
cially in a young Heart, leaves for Reputa- 
tion, together with his Vanity, ſoon made 
the Affair between them the common Talk; 


and as ſhe was greatly envied, there want- 


ed not a Number to repreſent, in the worſt 
Colours, her late Conduct to the Princeſs; 
who, though ſhe did not immediately give 

Credit to all that was told her concernin 
this too - faulty Fair, yet the cou'd not help 
condemning her Miſmanagement, in doing 
any thing which might give her Enemies 
an Opportunity of cenſuring her Behaviour: 
She was extremely concern'd to find that it 
was paſt doubt that ſhe had entertain'd 
BERALDUS in Quality of a Lover, who, 
ſetting aſide the known Inconſtancy of his 
Humour, was not in Circumſtances to 
make her happy in a Husband. That 
ood Lady ſent for CELEMENA into her 
loſer, and having a little prepar'd her for 
what ſhe was about to ſay by a thouſand 
kind Expreſſions, reſtifying the Care ſhe 
had for her Happineſs, repreſented to her, 
in the mildeſt Terms that cou'd * Your 
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blameable ſhe had been in liſtening to any 
Declarations of Love, without having firit 
acquainted her; and then proceeded to in- 
form her with how much Severity her 
Conduct had been treated. The guilty 
Fair, conſcious of the Juſtice of this Re- 
proof, hung down her Head, by her Bluſhes 
and her Silence teſtifying ſome Part of the 
Confuſion ſhe was in; but the Horrors, 
ras e the Shame, which at that 

nſtant work'd in her ſecret Soul, were 
little viſible to the Princeſs, till growin 
too violent, too outragious for Suppreſſion, 
they operated ſo fiercely on the vital Spi- 
rits, that every Faculty loſt at once its Uſe, 
and down fell che unhappy Prey of Paſſion 
ſwooning on the Floor. The Prin- 
ceſs, half. angry with her ſelf for baving 
ſaid any thing to occaſion ſuch a Diſorder, 
and half afraid that more than ſhe had faid, 
or indeed, before, had imagin'd, of the Accu- 
ſation, had but too juſt eas ies, grew 
extremely troubled; but that not hindering 
her from doing what was neceſſary for the 
Recovery of CELEMEN a, ſhe rung her 
Bell for Help. — Attendants preſently com- 
ing in, that wretched Lady not coming to 
herſelf immediately was carry'd to her own 
Apartment, where many Applications were 
made before ſhe ſhew'd any Signs of Life; 
and, at her Return of Senſe, appear'd fo 
wild, and ſo perplexed, that though none 
of thoſe about her were able to gueſs ar 
the Cauſe, yet it was very plain, that it 
had been from ſome BN eerrible A gn 
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of the Mind that the Diſorder of the Body 


had proceeded, 
THE Princeſs was all this while in a 


very deep Re/very;z ſhe not only lov'd Ca- 


LEMENA, for her perſonal Accompliſh- 
ments, but alſo look'd on her as an Orphan 
entirely committed ro her Charge, having 


neither Parent, Relation, nor Friend near 


her, to whom ſhe cou'd apply for Advice 
in any Affair, nor fly to for Protection if 
injur'd; ſhe thought it therefore her Duty 
to take Care of her: and both by what ſhe 


had bcen told, and the Confuſion ſhe now 
ſaw CELEMENA in, being fully convinc'd 


that ſomething more than Complaiſance 
had paſs'd between her and BerRALDvus, 


reſolo'd to know the Truth, and preſerve 


that friendleſs Innocent, if poſſible, from 
Ruin, She therefore ſent for BERALDVUS 
E to come to her; *tis probable that 
e was little pleas'd with the Summons, 
having heard of CEL: MENA's Indiſpoſi- 
tion, and gucſſing the Truth of what had 
occaſion'd it; but the Command was too 
abſolute not to be obey'd. He waited 
on her in her Cloſet, as ſhe had command- 
cd, where, having diſmiſs'd her Attendants, 
ſhe began to queſtion him about that af- 
flifted Lady; bur he, who had before de- 
termin'd how to behave, in caſe he ſhou'd 
be examin'd, made ſuch Replies as were not 
at all ſatisfactory to her, till ſhe, exert- 
ing her Authority, and putting on an Air 
full of Auſterity, told him the wou'd not 
be trifled with, that the Welfare of CE- 
| LEMEN = 
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LEMENA Was very dear to her, and that 
ſhe ſhou'd find a way to reſent the need- 
leſs Reſerve with which he behaved: He 
then, with a moſt unparalell'd Impudence 
aſſur'd her, that he had no Views in that 
Lady, that he never addreſs'd her but with 
the Civility of an ordinary Acquaintance.— 
Had not the leaſt Notion of Love for her. 
That tho' he confeſs'd her extreamly deſer- 
ving, yet ſhe was not a Beauty of that kind 
which cou'd make any Impreſſion on him 
and that in reality his Affections were en- 
gaged elſewhere. — To all this he ſwore 
with the greateſt Solemnity, and confirmed 
what he ſaid with Imprecations too terrible 
to be disbelieved by one who was herſelf 
ſo great a Friend to Truth. She made 
him however but a ſhort Reply, and having 
nothing farther to ſay to him, diſmiſs'd him 
from her Preſence with only this Menace, 
Look BERALDVUsSs, faid ſhe, that you 
have not diſſembled with a PrINCGEss, 
who wants neither the Will nor Power to 
puniſh the Affront. 

IT gave him no ſmall Trouble, when he 
was out of the Preſence, and had liberty to 
reflect on this Affair, in what manner he 
ſhould behave. He eaſily foreſaw that if 
CzLEMENA ſhou'd betray the Truth, he 
ſhou'd eicher be compelled ro marry her, or 
ſubmic to me Puniſhment for the Offence 
he had been guilty of. The firſt of theſe 
was dreadiul to his Imagination, he cou'd 
not bear the Thoughts of making a Wo- 
man whom he had enjoy'd, his Wife; be- 
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t 
ſides, he knew ſhe, had no other Fortuge 
than her Dependance on the Princeſs; and 
the ſupreme Reaſon of all was, chat he had 
in good earneſt lately entred into an En- 


gagement with another, whom he loved as 


much as it was in the Power of a Man fo 
wavcring to love — At preſent, however, 


ſhe was the reigning Miſtreſs of his Squl, 


and in this, tho' in this alone, he had told 
no Falſhood to the Princefs. However defi- 


cient he might be in the other Parts of 
Wit, no Man that ever liv'd. had a better 
Invention, nor was more expert in the Art 


of Diſſimulation than he was; the firſt of 
theſe furniſh'd him with a Stratagem to ſe- 
cure himſelf from any further Attacks of 
the kind he had lately met with, and the o- 


ther to carry it onto the total Ruin of the 


too credulous CELEMENA. 
HE had no fooner laid the Scheme, than 


_ aſſuming a Countenance all Tenderneſs and 


Softnels, he went to the Apartment of C x- 
LEMENA, and counterfeiting the greateſt 


- Concern imaginable for the Dilorder he 


heard ſhe had been in, cntreated her to re- 
yeal the Cauſc, which with her uſual Frank- 
neſs of Behaviour ſhe immediately did, nor 
keeping from him the leaſt Word the Prin- 
ceſs had ſaid co her. fear'd, ſaid he, rhe 
Truth; ſhe is determin'd, I perceive, (tho 
for what Cauſe | dare not tell you) to prevent 
any farther Progreſs of our Affections. Our 
only way therefore to ſecure qurlelves to 
each other for the future, is to be more wa- 
ry than we have kitherto been. To feign 
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a Hatred for each other, is, my Angel, 
(continued he) the ſole Expedient that is 
left us to preſerve our Love from being made 
the Victim of her crueFRel6lation. It is 
natural to believe CE LEME NA could not 
hear fo ſurprizing a Piece of News without 
an Impatience to know the Meaning ef, it; 
and haſtily asking him for what Cauſe the 
Princeſs refus'd her Conſent to their mutual 
Paſſion — I have already told you, anſwer'd 
"he, that it ſprings from what I dare not 
name; and perhaps, purſued he, with a well; 
acted Air of Modeſty, you Wou' d- believe 
me the vaineſt Creature in the World to T- 
. wag TI: or ſhou'd 1, had I not recei- 
ved Proofs too plain to ſuffer the to doubt 
it. What other Explanation cou'd Carte 
ME NA make of this Expreſſion, than that 
the Princeſs had herfelf entertained a Paſſion 
for BER ax4tDvs; and there being nothing 
in the World more natural than for one co 
believe every body muſt like what we uad- 
mire, not all the Virtues of that Princeſs, 
nor the Tenderneſs which every Action 
ſhew'd ſhe bore to her Husband, cod de- 
fend her in the Opinion of CELYNMENA 
from the Suggeſtions of her Jealouſy . 
The Care ſhe had expreſs'd for her, and the 
Advice ſhe had given her of chuſing an Ob- 
ject more worthy of her Affections than 
 Bex arÞvus, ſeem'd now all Artifice, and 
che Product of a jeatous Envy of her Hap- 
pineſs in being beloved by him.-—She fail'd 
not to communicate the Conjefures his 
Words had rais'd in her, and while he was 
Oyer- 
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dverjoy d to find her ſo readily fall into the 
Snare he had prepar'd for her, pretended 
the greateſt Perplexity, leſt by ſome un- 
guarded Word he had betray'd a Secret 
which ought to be moſt dear and precious 
to a Man of Honour.——lt is not, cry'd he, 
the Power ſhe has to prejudice me cither in 
my Life or Fortune, that I dread, but I 
confeſs I tremble when I refleCt on the Baſe- 
neſs I muſt appear guilty of in revealing the 
Foible of a Lady that loves me, and whoſe 
Tenderneſs I ſhould have reaſon to be proud 
of, did not the more prevailing Charms of 
my for ever dear, for ever adorable CE I. E- 
NME N A, make me look on all her Sex beſide 
as worthleſs Nothings. The Reader will ea- 
ſily believe it was with Words full of Tran- 
ſport the deceived CELEMENA return- 
ed ſo ſeemingly fond a Declaration, and af- 
ter having aſſur'd him that the Secret never 
ſhou'd eſcape her Lips, begun to adviſe with 
him what was beſt to be done for the Con- 
ſervat ion of their Happineſs; it is, anſwer'd 
he, haſtily, as I have already told you, my 
Dear, utterly to deny we fee each other 
with Lovers Eyes.——l have: already per- 
form'd the cruel Task. —— My unwilling 
Tongue has renounc'd the Di&ares of my 
Heart, and proteſted againſt the Charms of 
CELEMENA; ſhe muſt alſo do fo roo, or 
the Jealouſy of this too powerful Foc will 
find ſome Means to ſever us for ever. She, 
who always found invincible Reaſon in e- 
very thing he ſaid, readily acquieſced, and 
aſſur'd him that when next ſpoke to by the 

Princeſs 
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Princeſs on that Affair, ſhe wou'd utterly 
deny it. But, ſaid the artful Villain, (when 


he had brought her thus far) there is yer a- 
nother Danger, which i: we do not get o- 


ver, all the Aſſeverations which both of us can 


make will only ſerve but more to expoſe us 
to her Fury. Gueſling perhaps (conti- 
nued he with a Sigh, and Air all languiſh- 
ing) by my faultring Accents, and the Re- 
— * which I fear was too perceivable 
in my Eyes and Voice, when I wou'd have 
aim'd to ſeem indifferent of CEeLEMENA's 
Charms, that all I ſaid was Diſſimulation, 
the told me there was a way to know if I 
ſpoke Truth; it preſently ſtruck into my 
Mind, that under {ome Pretence or other, 
which ſhe may eaſily find, ſhe has a Deſign 
to ſearch your Cabinet for Letters, which, 
if ſhe does, there are undeniable Proofs both 
of my —— and your kind Re- 
rurn. What might not her jealous 
Rage at ſuch a Diſcovery incite her to! — 
How miſerable might not the Power ſhe 
has over us make both ! Do not torment 
your ſelf, my dear BeraLDvus! inter- 
rupted the believing Fair, with ſuck a need- 
leſs Apprehenſion. I will this Inſtant 
eaſe you of that Fear, by 1 have 
of yours; or, precious as theſe Tokens of 
your Affection are, burn em before your 

ace. - They will, rejoin'd he, be no 
more ſafe in my Poſſeſſion than in yours; 
let us then, faid he, deſtroy em let no 
Evidences of our mutual Tenderneſs remain, 
but thoſe indelible ones written in our 
5 Hcarts, 
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Hearts, and. which I: Rope: no Time, or 
a 


Chance, or Malice, ſhall, ever. have the 
Power do race. The Anſwer ſhe made 
to theſe Words was no other than obeying, 
the Purport of em. She went el — 
ately to her Cloſet, and bringing out all the 
Letters ſhe had receiv'd from him in their 
Time of Courtſhip, gave em one by one 
into his Hand, Which, as faſt as he to 

were committed to the Flames. He ſtaic 
not long with her after, having obtain'd 
the End for which be. came, excuſing his 


4 * * 


ſudden Departure, by ſaying, if it were 
known, they had a private Converſation it 
might undo all the Meaſures that cou'd be 
taken. Poor CRLEMAHNA had an implicite 
Faith in every thing that came from him, 
and yielded à ready Obedience to all he 
ſeem'd to approve, not in the leaſt ſuſpect- 

ing the Miſery the was now entring into, 
and fully contented with the Promiſe he 
made her at parting, never to reſt till he 
had found ſome Means to he ſeparated no 
more. 

HE had been but a few Moments gone 


before the Princeſs entex'd the Chamber of 


CELEMENA; ſhe had not been perfect] 
ſatisfy'd with the Aſſurances which ha 
been made her by BR RALDSYνHS, in Con- 
tradition of what the whole Court had, ar 
Times, inform'd her of, and was reſolv'd 
to know the Certainty from her, who a- 
lone had the Power of affording 1t, and 
whole Intereſt it was to hide nothing from 
her. She preſt that unhappy * 
wit 


| 
| 
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with ſo kind an Earneftneſs to Jet her into 
the whole Affait, that had the been told 
by any other than BexALDvUs, nay, had 
the united Voice of the whole World, 


join'd ro the Teſtimony of Angels, endea- 


vour'd to perſuade her that it was owing to 
any other Motives than her Care and Aﬀe- 
ftion for her, ſhe appear'd ſo zealous, ſhe 
wou'd have rejected the Information as falſe 
and ſcandalous; but her ador'd BRRAL·/ 
DUsS had ſaid 'twas otherwiſe, and that 
was enough to make her aſſur'd of its being 
ſo.— He was all Truth — all Honour 
all Tendernefs, and muſt not be queſtion d. 
The more Softneſs and Good- nature that 
excellent Princeſs made uſe of in her Efforts 
to draw the Secret from her, the more 
ſhe fancy'd herſelf convinc'd it was De- 
Gen and Artifice, and with the greater 
Zeal ſhe ſtill deny'd ever having been ad- 
dreſs'd to by BERRALDuSs in the manner 
repreſenred : . And ſo exactly did ſhe obey 
the Injunction he had lud on her, that 
the Princeſs, who expected no - Diſguiſe 
from one ſo young — une xperienced, was 
>, laſt won to believe as ſhe wou'd have 
er. 

Thus did this unthinking, unſuſpecting 
Lady join in the Deceit againſt her felt, 
and aid the Ruin of her own Hopes; 
yet pleas'd with the Deluſion, imagining 
herſelf moſt Politick, when in reality ſhe 
was moſt fool'd and cheated. But alas! 
ſhe had bur a little, a very little time allow- 
ed by Fate for the Continuance of this 

F hap- 
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happy Ignorance. —— Too ſoon the cruel 
Curtain was drawn away, and all the black 
and horrid Scene of Villany appear'd to 
View, —A few Days after the — of 
the Letters, hapning to be * a little 
Summer houſe in the Palace- Garden, in- 
dulging Contemplation on her dear B E- 
-RALDUS; ſhe fancy'd ſhe heard ſome- 
thing near her which ſounded like the Ac- 
cents of his Voice, and putting her Ear as near 
as ſhe cou'd to the Place whence the Sound 
ſeem'd to proceed, ſhe ſoon difſtinguiſh'd 
that it was he indeed, and ta her great Con- 
fuſion heard him ſpeak theſe Words. 
Why (ſaid he, with that undoing; Softneſs 
in his Voice, which had been ſo raviſhing 
te her that now liftned to it, but with A- 
gonies which only. can he felt) Why ſhou'd 
you ſo often give me. Hopes of Happineſs, 
yet ſtill delay me the Poſſeſſion ! Can 
any thing be more favourable than this pre- 
ſient Moment. What hinders me now to 
- ſeize that Treaſure I ſo long have languiſh'd 
for, and you have fo kindly promis'd ? 
The Perſon to whom theſe Words were 
addreſs'd ſpoke too low for the diſtracted 
CELEMENA to be able to know' Either 
the Voice or the Senſe of her Reply; but 
; preſently after ſhe heard him rejoyn, O pride 
not in the Torture of a Heart that loves 
you, that adores you, that but for you ne- 
ver felt one tender Wiſh, nor never can ceaſe 
to be your Slave. —By Heaven (continu- 
ed he with. greater Eagerneſs) I taſte more 

| Delight, more Extacy in being Mr” " 
| | ut 
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bur. to touch your 'Hand, than all the uni- 97 
ted Chattns of your hole Sex beſide cou d | 
ive even in the higheſt Enjoyment. _——— 
is was too much for our unfortunate L iſt- 
ner to hear, and reſtrain the ſtruggling E- 
motions of her o'erburthen'd Soul. — She 
cou'd'nor help crying out in the molt bit- 
ter Anguiſh.—0 Villain! Monſter! No, 
Jam cõnvinc'd thou nevet knew'ft what ' tis 
to love ſinderely, but thbu haſt feign'd the 
Paſſion as artfully as now thou doſt The 
ſudden _— of Temper which had extort- 
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ed from her this Exclamation, occafion'd its = 
being utteted with'ſo much Vehemence that | 1 
BERRALBVUsS and his new Charmer being \4 
in the very next Room in the fame Sum- | 


mer-houſe, heard her with more Eaſe than 
ſhe had done the Expreſſions which let her 
into the Secret of his Falſhood, and had „ 
rais'd Her to ſo unuſual a height of Fury.— 4 
Neither the treacherous Lover nor ſurpriſed i 
Rival were willing to give an Ocular De- | 
monſtration of their being together in that | 
manner, and therefore haſted down another | 
Pair of Stairs which led 'em into a' Terras 

which had no Communication with that 
patt of the Garden through which CEL. E- 1 
MEN A had paſs'd.— The Noiſe they made | 
in going down, made that now deſolate and | 
deſpairing Lady know which way they took 
to eſcape her Purſuit and Reproaches, but 
from a Window which over-look'd the 
Terras ſhe follow'd them with her Eyes, 
ym the Dreſs and Air, tho' ſhe ſaw-nor\ * 
her Face, preſently knew her Rival to be + 
. Ot C31 F 2 1 | TIED LA- 
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LA MIRA, one who had been grac'd with the 
Title of Maid of Honour to the: Princeſs, 
Bur who having for ſome Years been too care- 
leſs of her Behaviour to merit the Con- 
tinuance of that Favour, had been diſ- 
charg'd. Where is the Pen, that can de- 
ſcribe that vaſt Variety of mingled Paſſions, 
which all at once now ſeiz'd the Boſom of 
the abandon'd CELEMENA! —— Where 
is the Soul that can conceive her Sufferings! 
— Horror and Rage for the firſt Moments 
were the moſt prevailing Agitation; but 
Grief, Diſdain, and Shame, ſoon took their 
Turn, and rack'd her with a ſtrange Viciſ- 
ſitude of Torment. — — She now ſaw his 
Falſhood, her own Credulity and Ruin with 
open Eyes.-—She reflected on the paſt, and 
trembled for the future Conſequences of her 
fond Belief.— She might be call'd a little 
World of Woe, where all the different 
kinds of Wretchedneſs, which plague the 
Slaves of Paſſion, were here ſumm'd up, 
and congregated : each in its horrid Power, 
and ſtriving to dne each other in inflict- 
ing 'Forture on the divided Soul. She 
had not preſently the Relief of Tears, and 
her wild Griefs, deny'd that moſt natural 
and leſs painful way of venting themſelves, 
burſt out in Cries and Exclamations ſo loud, 
fo violent, that the Princeſs accompany'd 
by ſeveral of the Court hapning to be that 
inſtant coming into the Garden, heard her 
tho” it were at a pretty good diſtance. —— 
Tis not to be doubted, by what has been al- 
ready remark'd of the Goodneſs of that 
| Princeſs, 
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Princeſs, but thar ſhe went up immediate- 
9. to her; where, in her preſent Agony of 
oul, ſhe revealed all that ſhe fo long and 
ſo careful had kept ſecret, not concealing 
the minureſt Circumſtance of B=zrAL- 
DUs's Baſeneſs, even to his impudent ac- 
cuſing the Princeſs of a criminal Paſſion for 
him, — That prudent Lady” liften'd to 
that Part, of her Relation with greater 
Signs of Diſdain than Anger; but aſſur'd 
the afflicted CE EME NA, ſhe ſhould have 
—_— her for the Wrong the 
had reccived. BrRrALDus, who little 
imagin'd the gentle CELzMENA could 
be ſo far tranſported as to oblige her to un- 
ravel the Myſtery by which he had deluded 
her, was thinking in what manner he ſhow'd 
a ſecond time deceiye her, and render her 
own Ears even more ſuſpected than his 
Words, when ſome of his Friends, who 
were preſent at the Confeſſion of CEL E- 
MENA, came to him with their Advice 
that he ſhould retire, till rhe firſt Guſt of 
the Princeſs's Anger being blown over, they 
might, without Danger of incurring her 
Ditpleaſure, intercede in his Behalf. —This 
was News which did indeed alarm him; he 
cou'd never have expected it from the ac- 
cuſtomed Softneſs of CEeLEMENA's Dif- 
oſition, and knowing little of the real 
Porch of Love himſelf, feem'd amaz'd that 
it could ſo far alter the very Natures of the 
Perſons poſſeſt with it, —— He fancy'd not 
his Caſe, however, ſo bad as thoſe who 
counſelled him to fly were of Ops 
there 


never ſeem'd to underſtand her, for which 
Neglect he imagin'd ſhe had contriv'd this 
Plot to ruin him. This gain'd but nde 
Credit with thoſe that heard it. It ap- 
-pear'd very improbable that a Lady of CE- 
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there was nothing he ſo. much feared as the 
Odium he bad thrown on the Princeſs; 
yer the Succels he had met in many Affairs 
where Hypocriſy and Impudence were pre- 
vailing Advocates, made him not deſpair 
but he ſhould, ſome way or other, evade 
the Puniſhment of this laſt baſe Action, as he 
had already done many others of as black a 


Dye. — He could not conſent to leave | 


the Court, his whole Dependence being 
on a ſmall Poſt he had there, and ſome 
Friends whom he expected would promote 


him, nor could he immediately reſolve 2 


what manner he ſhou'd anſwer to the M 

demeanours he was told wou'd be laid to 
his Charge. He was in this Dilemm; 
when the Princeſs's Guards ſeiz'd him, an 

brought him before ſame of the Nobility 
appointed for his Judges. At firſt he ap- 
pear'd very much contus'd z but that Fiend, 
which prompted him co the committing 
ſuch Actions, had not yer forſaken him, this 
once more he aſſiſted his Votary, and was 


very near enabling him to get the better of 


his fair Accuſer. He ſtill perſiſted in his De- 
nials of ever having made any Pretenſions 


of Love to Cx lx MEN àʒ; ſaid that he muſt 


confeſs that Lady had given him ſome Hints 
ſhe ſhou'd receive a Declaration of that kind 
from him with Pleaſure; but that he had 
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LEMENA's Modeſty and reſerv'd Beha- 
viour cou'd bring herſelf ro offer Love, or 
that a Man, known to be of fo amorous a 
Diſpoſition as BEHAL Ds, ſhou'd- refuſe 
her if ſhe did: And ſome of them cry'd out 
to him, to ſpeak no more of that Affair; 
for what he alledged was ſo little of a piece 
with the reſt of the Behaviour of either of 
them, that if he had no better Arguments 
to bring in the Vindication of his Inno- 
cence, it were as well for him to confeſs 
bimſelf guilty of all was laid to his Charge. NH 
I know not, my Lords, faid' he, how tar S | 
the Charms of CELEMENA may have 
rejudiced you in her Favour, elſe, methinks, | 
here is nothing more eaſy than to perceive A 
this wild Accufation is the Effect of Frenzy. % 

— Had I ever profeſſed any thing of that | 
Paſſion ſhe pretends, wou'd there have been 
no Evidences "againſt me but herſelf? Is it 
reaſonable to imagine an Intreague, ſuch as 
ſhe mentions, cou'd be carry'd on without 
ſome Leters paſſing between the Perſons 
concerned in it I am ready to confeſs 
all ſhe charges me with, if ſhe can produce 
but one Line under my Hand, ſigniſying I 
ever had a Deſign on her. Bur I dare 
challenge all the Inhabirants of Parma to N 
bring one Proof againſt me of this kind; 
— To our excellent Princeſs I muſt alfo 
appeal, who, examining me herſelf on the ö 
Affair which brings me now before you, I Y 
made no ſcruple of avowing my Paſſion for 
ancther, and declating I never had for that 
Lady any thing beyond Indifference. And 
1 | to 
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to whom then, cry'd one of the Judges of 
this Conteſt, have your Vows been addreſs'd? 
I acknowledge the Queſtion in any other 
Cauſe had been unfair, and what you juſtly 
might retuſe to anſwer; but as the only 


Means to invalidate the Evidence of CE- 


LE MEN A, is to prove you have, before that 


Time ſhe mentions, paid Courtſhip to ano- 
ther; it there be ſuch a Perſon, you wou'd 


do well to convince us of it. Nothing 
cou'd be more fortunate for BxRALDpvus 
than this Motion. — He did nor doubt but 
LAMIAA would be highly ſatisfy d ro have 


the Paſſion he had profeſs'd for her de- 


clared in the Preſence of ſo many illuſtrious 
Witneſſes, and therefore immediately nam- 


ed her as the Lady of his Affections; —— 
a Shout of Laughter and Aſtoniſhment 
ran at theſe Words through all the young 


Part of che Aſſembly; but the graver 
among them thought it too improbable 
that a Man of ſo much Cunning and Pene- 
tration as BER ALDvUs was eſteem'd, ſhou'd 
think it ſo great a Hardſhip to be com- 
pell'd to marry CELEMENA; yet avow 
a Wiſh of that kind in favour of La mi- 
RA, a Woman as far inferior to her in 
Beauty, as the was in Reputation, — They 
were in a little Diſpute among themſelves 
in what manner to judge of this Afﬀair, 


when the Prince of Parma, who, with the 


Princeſs, had far all this Time only as a 
Spectator, ſtarted from his Chair, and min- 
gling with the Lords, I will my ſelf, ſaid 
he, decide this Buſineſs, —All of them giv- 

ing 
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4ng way with humble Reverence, he ſcated 
himſelf in the middle; and, after ſome little 
Converſation with two or three of the Prin- 
cipal, order'd LA MuIRAA ſhould be brought 
before him. As ſoon as the appear'd, he 
demanded of her if BeraLDvus had ever 
made any Profeſſion of Love to her; to 
which ſhe readily anſwering in the affirma- 
tive, And are you willing to marry him? re- 
join'd he. An Interrogatory of this kind 
fill'd her with too much Aſtoniſhment to 
permit her to reply: it had been in Terms 
very contrary to thoſe of Marriage Bx- 
RALDUs had ſollicited her; and not be- 
ing able to dive into the Deſign of a De- 
mand ſhe fo little expected, cou'd not pre- 
ſently reſolve in what manner it was moſt 
proper for her to behave, The Prince, 
having a pretty near Conjecture to the 
Truth of the whole Matter, bid her be 
bold, and ſpeak her Inclinations; for, ſaid 
he, on the Word of a Prince, if you con- 
ſent to be his Wife, it ſhall not be in his 
Choice to refuſe making you lo. Sur- 
priz'd as ſhe was, the Offer appeared too 
much to her Advantage to be rejected, and 
ſhe anſwer'd in theſe, or the like Terms: 
That ſince his Highneſꝭ defir'd it migkt be 
Jo, ſhe was ready to comply. But with 
what Words is there a Poſſibility of repre- 
ſenting the Confuſton, the Perplexity, the 
ſecret Rage, which ſeized the Soul of B- 
RALDUS? the Motives which had rende d 
the Thoughts of Marriage with Cz LEM Ez 


x A dilagrecable were, becauſe ſhe was not in 
Poſ- 
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Poſſeſſion of a Fortune ſufficient to gratify 
his Ambition, and becauſe he had enjoy'd 
her; and now to be compell'd to be the 
Husband of one who had as little Share of 
the former, and a much leſs Share of Ho- 
nour and Reputation, was a ſeverer Penalty 
than he cou'd have imagin'd for the Crime 
he had been guilty of. The Paſhon he 
had for this Lady, and that ardent Defire 
he had expreſs'd for the Poſſeſſion of her, 
when CELEMENA happen'd to be Wit- 
neſs of their Converfation, was, in the 
Thought that ſhe muſt be his Wife, extinct, 
and he began to look on her already with 
amy fo Deteſtation. — He was at 
his very Wit's End, knew not which way 
to evade a Sentence which was ſo terrible 
to be ſubmitted to, and when he attempted 
to urge any thing to procure the Delay of 
the Ceremony; as that his preſent Circum- 
ſtances not agreeing with his Deſires, he 
ſhould but make a Perſon miſerable whom 
he wiſh'd rather to render the happieſt of 
her Sex, and ſuch like Arguments; they 
were deliver'd with fo ſtammering an Accent, 
and expreſſed with ſo much Diſorder, that 
it confirm'd the Prince he had determin'd 
rightly in the Cauſe, and that there could 
not be a more fit Puniſhment affign'd for 
his Perfidiouſneſs and Ingratitude; there- 
fore, putting an End to all the Speeches he 
was about ro make, he commanded one of 
his own Chaplains to attend, and oblig'd 
him to marry her that Moment. The Ce- 
remony perform'd This, faid the Prince, 
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is but one Part of thar Juſtice your Beha: 
viour demands. ——— The Favour you have 
done the Princeſs deſerves ſome Acknow- 
ledgment. — You muſt therefore, with 
that Woman who is now your Wife, leave 
Parma for ever; if cver you are known to 
ſer your Feet again on this forbidden 
Ground, Death is the Welcome you 
muſt expect to find. It was in vain that 
both BEAAL DUS and his new-wedded 
Bride petition'd to have their Doom revok- 
ed, or that the former entreated that, fince 
he muſt be baniſh'd, he might not be com- 
pell'd tg. take her with him. The Prince 
roſe from his Seat the Moment he had 
given this Decree, which being prodigiouſ- 
ly applauded by the whole Aſſembly, the | 
3 were order'd into Confinement, i 
till a Ship ſhould be ebe an for ſending 
em away.—— As the Guards were carrying | 
| 


them out of the Hall, CELEMENA, who | 
by ſome buſy Perſon had been inform'd of ; 
what was done, and miſinterpreting the | 
Prince's View in enforcing this Matriage, 4 
ran raving into the thickeſt of the Novi: | 
lity, crying out, Is this the Favour I ex- 
pected ! —— Is this the Juſtice I hop'd from 
this auguſt Aſſembly! ——— O how does 
LAMIRA merit to be preferr'd to CiLe- 
MENA! — f in the falſeBerALDUS'S 
Eyes ſhe ſeems more lovely, does ſhe ſo in 
yours alſo, that you diſpoſe my Right, and, | 
to make her happy, doom me to everlaſting ©. 
Ruin !-—— Her Words, and the Diſtraction b 
which appeared in her Countenance, with 
G 2 the 
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Poſſeſſion of a Fortune ſufficient to gratify 
his Ambition, and becauſe he had enjoy'd 
her; and now to be compell'd to be the 
Husband of one who hid as little Share of 
the former, and a much leſs Share of Ho- 
nour and Reputation, was a ſeverer Penalty 
than he cou'd have imagin'd for the Crime 
he had been guilty of. The Paſhon he 
had for this Lady, and that ardent Defire 
he had expreſs'd for the Poſſeſſion of her, 
when CELEMENA happen'd to be Wit- 
neſs of their Converfation, was, in the 
Thought that ſhe muſt be his Wife, extinct, 
and he began to look on her already with 
3 Dereſtation. — He was at 
his very Wit's End, knew not which way 
to evade a Sentence which was ſo terrible 


to be ſubmitred to, and when he attempted 


to urge any thing to procure the Delay of 
the Ceremony; as that his preſent Circum- 
ſtances not agreeing with his Deſires, he 
ſhould but make a Perſon miſerable whom 
he wiſh'd rather to render the happieſt of 
ker Sex, and ſuch like Arguments; they 
were deliver'd with fo ſtammering an Accent, 
and expreſſed with fo much Diſorder, that 
it confirm'd the Prince he had determin'd 
rightly in the Cauſe, and that there could 
not be a more fit Puniſhment affign'd for 
his Perfidiouſneſs and Ingratitude; there- 
fore, putting an End to all the Speeches he 
was about to make, he commanded one of 
his own Chaplains to attend, and oblig'd 
him to marry her that Moment, The Ce- 
remony perform'd This, faid the Prince, 

| is 


* 
is but one Part of that Juſtice your Beha- 
viour demands. —--— The Favour you have 


done the Princeſs deſerves ſome Acknow- 


ledgment. — You muſt therefore, with 
that Woman who is now your Wiſe, leave 
Parma for ever; if ever you are known to 
ſer your Feet again on this forbidden 
Ground, Death is the Welcome you 
muſt expect to find. It was in vain that 
both BerArDus and his nevw-wedded 
Bride pcetition'd to have their Doom revok- 
ed, or that the former entreated that, fince 


he muſt be baniſh'd, he might not be com-- 


pell'd tg. rake her with him. The Prince 
roſe from his Seat the Mometit he had 
given this Decree, which being prodigiouſ- 
ly applauded by the whole Aﬀembly, the 
entenc'd were order'd into Confinement, 
till a Ship ſhould be provided for ſending 
em away. As the Guards were carrying 
them out of the Hall, CELEMENA, who 
by ſome buſy Perſon had been inform'd of 
What was done, and miſinterpreting the 
Prince's View in enforcing this Marriage, 
ran raving into the thickeſt of the Novi: 
lity, crying out, Is this the Favour I ex- 
pected ! —— Is this the Juſtice I hop'd from 


this augalt Aſſembly! ——— O how does 


LAMIRA merit to be preferr'd to CiLE- 
MENA! -f in the lalſeBerRALDUS'S 
Eyes ſhe ſeems more lovely, does ſhe ſo in 


yours alſo, that you diſpoſe my Right, and, 


to make her happy, doom me to everlaſtin 

Ruin !-—— Ker Words, and the Diſtraction 

which appeared in her Countenance, with 
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the wild Conſuſion of her unregarded Dreſt, 


fill'd every Beholder with the utmoſt Com- 


aſſion. The Prince and Princeſs were 
oth of em beginning to give her all the 
Conſolation which Friendſhip could afford, 
when, turning haſtily toward the Door 


where BERALDus was going out, ſhe 


faw LAMIRA with him. he ſudden 
Sight of that hated. Face, and the Know- 
ledge that ſhe was now in Poſſeſſion of that 
Title which the thought her Due, and 
had paid ſo dear a Price for, heighten'd the 


Diſtraction ſhe before was in to fo violent 


a Degree, that, ſnatching a Partizan from 
one of the neareſt Guards, ſhe ran to her 
with ſo fatal a Speed, that it was to be 
wondcr'd that, in ſo great a Surprize, any 
of them were quick enough to prevent her 
from ſending that envy'd Rival out of the 


World. Diſappointed in her Revenge, as 


in her Love, never was Madneſs more out- 
ragious than hers: In her preſent Condition, 
Advice or Conſolation was in vain, and 
tho* the Princeſs extremely pityed her, the 
was oblig'd ro have her forc'd out of the 
Hall, and carry'd to her own Apartment, 
where the: remained a long Time wholly 


- incapable of Reaſon, 


BeRALDUS and his Bride had not been 
many Hours in the Priſon, before the latter 
was taken very ill; a Phyſician being per- 
mitted her, he ſoon found her Condition 
ſuch as ſtood in need of help from one of 
her own Sex. —— In fine, it was a Mid- 
wile was wanted; ſhe was foon after deli- 


ver'd, 
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ver d, tho' with great danger of her Life, 
of an Abortion, which it was thought was 
occaſion'd by the Fright C ELER MEN A had 
put her in. This confirming the Character 
which had long been given her, and height- 


ning the Puniſhment of the unworthy B- 


k ALDUS, gave a great deal of Diverſion 
to the whole Court. As ſoon as ſhe was in 
a Condition of Travelling they were both 
ſent away, purſuant to the Prince's Sentence. 
Poor CELEMENA recover'd not the uſe 
of Reaſon for a long time, but when ſhe 
did, entreated to be ſent to a Monaſtery, 
where ſhe lingred out a few Years, of Lite 
in waſting Sorrow, which threatned her 
with a Diſſolution long before it came; 
Fate not permitting her to leave the World 
till ſhe had ſcen her Injuries in full reveng'd: 
BEeRALDUs, hating his Wife with a per- 
fe& Hatred, never reſted til! he had contri- 
ved the means to get rid of her, which he 
at laſt accompliſhed by a Cup of Poyſon.— 
The horrid Fact was immediately diſcover- 
ed, and he ſuffer'd for it a ſhameful Death 
at Genoa, where he had liv'd a mean and 
obſcure Life for about two Years. The 
News ſoon arriv'd at Parma, and was by 
the Princeſs immediately ſent ro GELE- 
MENA, who blefling the Juſtice of Provi- 
dence, expir'd ſoon after, as tho' ſhe had 
no longer Buſineſs with the Worid. 
THUS is Heaven fomctimes pleas'd to 
give a Proof of its Abhorrence. of ſuch 
Crimes as Falſhood and Ingratitude in the 
Affairs of Love, which becauſe the Law 
| has 
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has provided no Puniſhment for, are look'd 
on by the World only as Matters of Sport 
and Ridicule: But let not the guilty 
Heart triumph in Security, a Time may 
come | 


When the deceiving Ruiner ſhall fino, 
That Vows once made, of whatſoever kind, 
Are Regiſtred in Heaven, and cannot ceaſe 10 


I thank you, my Dear! (ſaid A 14 w A, 


perceiving ſhe had done) in the behalf of 


the Company, fince I dare ſwear there are 
none here who have not thought themſelves 
well entertain d. But 1 

the Pains you have taken to oblige us, an 

that there are ſome lively Strokes of Paſ- 
ſion in the Story, I cannot help ſaying that 
I think the Character of CRLEMENA 
faulty. Sbe yields, in my Opinion, 
with too much Eaſe, to create that Pity for 
her Misfortuncs, which otherwiſe they cou'd 
not fail of exciting. -T wou'd have all 
Women have a better Excuſe for ſuch an 
Exceſs of Paſſion, than meerly the agreeable 
Perſon of a Man.-—IFf there were no Mea- 
ſures to be taken to ſecure ones felf of his 
Affection, there are certainly to diſcover if 
he has Wit, Honour, and Good-nature 


-and ſhe that can love where theſe encou- 


rage not, her Expectations receive an Im- 
preſſion which from the very firſt can pro- 
miſe nothing but Miſery and Contempt. 
But you forget, Madam, anſwer'd Put- 
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LE TVs, that if the Ladies always made uſe 
of rheir Penetration, and : choſe for their 
Favourites only ſuch as were worthy of 
them, there wou'd be no ſuch thing as 
Woes in Love; to be poſſeſs'd of that Paſ- 


ſion wou'd be the higheſt Felicity a Mor- 


tal cou'd arrive at, and to devote ones whole 


Soul to it rather a Merit than the contra- 
ry. PrILETvUs is beyond all diſpute in 


the right, added Do RINx HUS; Pity 
wou'd be a Paſſion which the equally lo- 
ying, equally deſerving Pair, would have 
no need of. Mournful MEL ypomMeNE 
wou'd ceaſe to be invok'd. Complaints 
no more wou'd be the Muſes Theme. 
Panegyrick wou'd be the ſole Buſineſs of the 
Poet's Quill. Satyr grow out of Faſhion, 
and all rhe Hiſtorics for Novels loſt. 1 can- 


not own the Juſtice of what you ſay, re- 


ply'd AMiaNna;z there are doubtleſs many 
Misforrunes to be found in Love, even 
where both Parties are perfectly ſincere, 
which may afford Theme enough ro grati- 
fy an Author's Genius, and it I were of 
Counſel with the Writers of ſuch Books, I 
ſhou'd adviſe em to chuſe only ſuch 
For, methinks, to read of Villany fo groſs, 
ſo monſtrous as that we have juſt now heard 
in the Character of BexaLpvus, gives 
too great a Shock to the Soul, and poyſons 
the reſt of the Entertainment. Bur yet 
ſometimes *tis neceſſary, ſaid Brir.L1- 
ANTE, to be reminded that there have 
been Men ſo baſe; our Sex is of it ſelf ſo 
weak, eſpecially when we ſuffer what lit- 
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tle ſhare of Reaſon we have to be debilita- 
ted by Paſſion, that we ſtand in need of all 
the Helps we can procure, to defend us 
from becoming the Victim of our own 
Softneſs. I am fo far of your Mind, Ma- 
dam, anſwer'd DorinTHwus, that theſe 
kind of Stories are of great uſe to perſuade 
the Ladies to make uſe of that Penetration 
which AMIAN A juſt now recommended, 
J wou'd have Beauty the Reward of Me- 
rit, not fall the Prey of Villany and De- 
ceit; and if a Woman, when ſhe reads of 
ſucha Fate as CRLEMENAꝰs, will but give 
her ſelf leave to reflect how very poſſible it 
is that the Man the is moſt inclin'd to fa- 
vour, may be a BERALDUus, it will cer- 
rainly make her iaſpect into his Behaviour 
with a Care and Watchfulneſs which can- 
not fail of diſcovering the True Affection 
from the. Counterfeit, In my Mind, there- 
fore, rejoyn'd PnILE TUS, theſe kind of 
Writings are not fo trifling as by many Peo- 
ple they are thought. Nor are they 
deſign'd, as ſome imagine, for Amuſement 
only, but Inſtrucion allo, moſt of them 
containing Morals, which if well obſerved 
would be of no ſmall Service to thoſe that 
read 'em. Certainly if the Paſſions are 
well repreſented, and the Frailties ro which 
Humane Nature is incident, and cannot a- 
void falling into, of one kind or another, 
it cannot fail to rouze the fleeping Con- 
ſcience of the guilty Reader to a juſt Re- 
morſe for what is pat, and an Endeavour at 


lat of Amendment for the future.——T hoſe 
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who wou'd, perhaps, be impatient of Re- 
proof when given them by a Parent, a 
Guardian, or a Fricnd, liften calmly to ir 
when inftill'd this way. —— Tho' the Fol- 
lies we find expos'd are our own, we hear 
of thera withour Anger, becaule related in 
the Character of another, and reap all the 
Benefit of the Admonition, without the 
Shame of having receiv'd it. But, me- 
thinks, purſued he, there is little occaſion 
of Defence for writing of Novels, the very 
Authority of thoſe great Names which a- 
dorn the 'Title-Pages of ſome large Volumes 
of them, is a ſufficient Recommendation; 
and we cannot believe that the celebrated 
Madam D' AN oOoIs, Monſieurs B AN- 
DELL, SCUDERY, SEGRATS, Bo- 
NAVENTURE Des PERKIERS, - add 
many other learned Writers, would have 
been at the Expence of ſo much Time and 
Pains, only for the Pleaſure of inventing a 
Fiction, or relating a Tale. No, they 
had other Views. — They had an Eye to 
the Humours of the Age they liv'd in, and 
knew that Morals, meerly as Morals, won'd 
obtain hut ſlight — : to inſpire No- 

tions, therefore, which are neceſſary to re- 
form the Manners, they found it moſt pro- 
per to cloath Inſtruction wich Delight. — 
And tis moſt certain that when Precepts are 
convey'd this way, they ſteal themſelves in- 
to the Soul, and work the wiſh'd Effect, al- 
moſt inſenſibly, to the Perſon who receives 
them. We become virtuous ere we are 


aware, and by admiring the great Examples 
H which 
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are led to an Endeavour of imitating them. 

HE was about to add ſomething more 
but was prevented by the coming in of a 
Lady in a new Suit of Cloaths. Her 
Appearance put an End to the Converſation 
we were upon, and it turn'd immediately 
on Dreſs. — Every body in the Room were 
ask'd how they lik'd her Fancy in the 
choice of her Brocade, the Manner of its 
being made, the Air of the Sleeve. I 
believe it took up little leſs than an Hour, 
to anſwer to the Interrogatories ſhe made 
on each particular Part of it. —— From 
that ſhe fell into a moſt learned Diſſertation 
on Dreſs in general, condemning one Lady 
for wearing Red, another for being ſeen in 
Blue, a third for affecting Yellow. One 
had her Petticoats too ſcanty, another was 
as extravagant in the Fullneſs of them; 
ſeme had them too ſhort, ſome too long. 
Lady BELL air diſcovered an unbecom- 
ing Aſſurance in expoſing her bare Neck, 
becauſe it was the only handſome thing a- 
bout her, Lady PrRupEeNcs, to conceal 


the Deformity of hers, ſweated in July un- 


der the Weight of a Scarf and halt-a-dozen 
Handkerchiets. —— In fine, ſhe took abun- 


dance of Pains to prove, that no body had 


any Underſtanding in the Elegancies of Dreſs 
but herſelf; — and whoever had a Mind to 
be perfect in that Art might have liſten'd 
to her with Pleaſure. But as neither PHI“ 
LETUS, BRILLIANTE, DORINTHUS, 
nor my | felt, had any Ambition to excell 

E that 


which in the Narrative appear ſo amiable, 6 


"—_ 


n 


that way, we roſe to take our Leave. The 
obliging AMIAN A eaſily perceiving the 
Reaſon of our Departure, follow'd us to 
the Door; and, with a moſt becoming 
Smile, I will not, ſaid ſhe, preſs for the 
Continuance of your 322 Society at 
this Time, but beg to be favour'd with it 
to Morrow about Tea- drinking Time, I 
have ſomething to ſhew you, which I fancy 
will be entertaining. PHILE TUS was the 
firſt that anſwered, Though nothing can be 
added to the Pleaſure with which you in- 


ſpire all you make happy in your Company, 


yet, to make Amends for the little I am 
able to return, I will alſo bring a ſmall Piece 
of Ingenuity along with me. After this 
we all made our Compliments, and took an 
unwilling Leave, impatient for the Time. 


when we were to re- enjoy that Satisfaction 
we had ſo lately quitted. 
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